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heir to the kingdoms of Spain, and was crowned as Charles
V.    The Doctor asked him for the government of Cumand,
informing him of the wicked and horrid treatment that the
Indians of that province were daily undergoing from the
very rapacious Spanish soldiery.   That on this account they
had rebelled, and all the Spaniards in that district had been
killed; but that if he went there he would  mitigate  all
these horrors, and that he would treat the Indians so well
that he should be praised by everybody;  and above all
things, he would increase the royal revenues*    All this was
contradicted by Dr. Luigi Zappata and others, who were
concerned in the government of India;   and who repre-
sented Bartholomew as a weak, vain man, incapable of such
an. enterprize, and of no credit, as he did not understand
the affairs of that nation.    Still, notwithstanding all this
contention, through the great favour he enjoyed at court,
from some Flemish gentlemen and others, especially Count
Nanfo, the emperor's chamberlain, he obtained his wish;
they asserting that he was a good Christian, and would con-
vert all the Indians to the service of God and the benefit of his
majesty, more than any other man who could be employed
there, and that he would send a great quantity of pearls to
Spain.  He then asked for three hundred men to assist in fish-
ing for them, not to over fatigue the Indians; and in order that
they might go more willingly, he entreated the emperor to
institute some cavaliers for him, with a red cross like that of
Calatrava.1    His  majesty, moved by  this  representation,
granted the doctor all he asked, and having made the requi-
site arrangements, ordered for him whatever he wanted for
his enterprise.    He departed from Seville, and arriving at
Cumand, he found Diego d'Ocampo, to whom he delivered
1 This was asking for no small distinction, Innocent VIII having only
consented to reunite that ancient and " gallant" order, grand-mastership,
to the Spanish crown, in 1489, while Ferdinand and Isabella were in the
zenith of papal favour. It was highly prized as a badge of military
merit. (Trans.)